[image: image1.png]ARCHIWA
PANSTWOWE

ARCHIWUM PANSTWOWE W POZNANIU




II. Exhibition: EUROPEAN ROOTS OF POZNAŃ 

The origins of Poznań burghers in the 16th – 18th centuries 
Organizer: State Archives in Poznań
Open-air exhibition: Hall in Collegium Maius in Poznań, at 10 Fredry street; 

- exhibition duration: from 21 to 28 August 2022 


The exhibition presents old views of the cities in Western Europe, from which new residents of Poznań came in 1575 –1793. The exhibition is inspired by two manuscripts from the set City of Poznań Records (no. I 273 and I 274), which contain numerous entries described as ius civili, i.e. admissions to municipal law. 


The exhibition presents the old iconography of about a hundred cities (Amsterdam, Berlin, Frankfurt/Oder, Frankfurt/Main, Gubin, Hamburg, Cologne, Kożuchów, Leipzig, Lübeck, Milan, Ośno Lubuskie, Sulechów, Świebodzin, Torgau, Zielona Góra, Zurich, Wrocław), works by such eminent artists as Braun, Merian, Storn, Werner and many other authors of the popular Topografie. 

Each plaque is dedicated to one of the selected cities and shows the old panorama together with the coat of arms, a few selected entries from both mentioned above manuscript records of the city of Poznań. Sometimes a plaque shows a citizen of Poznań (e.g. Jakub Kanadey, Meissner, Graff), coming from Western European countries, his works (e.g. chalices, monstrances, other goldware, paintings, portraits, etc.) and a list of foreigners who accepted the municipal law of the capital of Wielkopolska.


This is supplemented by epitaphs and tombstones held in Polish collections of sepulchral sculpture in Międzychód, Leszno, Sarnów, Śmigl, Wschowa, Żychlin. Epitaphs and tombstones containing Polish elements from former Evangelical (Lutheran) cemeteries in Góra and Kożuchów are also presented. Moreover, lists of fiscal liabilities as well as wills and inventories of Poznań burghers from the 16th – 18th centuries were displayed, containing information on the residence of new citizens arriving from Western Europe.

